
Dave Hobson will be remembered as one of the highest-
powered politicians in the history of the region.

During his career, the nine-term Congressman from 
Springfield is credited with single-handedly saving the 
Springfield Air National Guard Base and the hundreds of 
jobs there. He also played a large role in successfully advo-
cating for Wright-Patterson Air Force Base during the 2005 
Base Realignment and Closure process, which is leading to 
thousands of new jobs in the area.

When Hobson served as the House chairman of the Mili-
tary Construction Appropriations Subcommittee, from 1999 
to 2002, any project added was something Hobson pushed 
through, including several at Wright-Patt. In 2007 alone, he 
helped secure millions of dollars in Ohio defense projects.

During his time in Congress, Hobson served as the chair-
man and ranking member of the House Appropriations  

Energy and Water Development Committee; senior member 
of the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee; and member 
of both the Veterans Affairs/Housing Subcommittee and the 
Budget Committee.

Prior to serving in Congress, he spent eight years as a 
state senator in the Ohio Senate.

Since his retirement, Hobson 
has worked as president of Colum-
bus-based business and strategic 
counsel firm Vorys Advisors LLC, 
a wholly owned affiliate of the  
national law firm Vorys, Sater, Sey-
mour and Pease LLP, also based in 
Columbus.
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When J.P. Nauseef left as president and CEO of the Dayton 
Development Coalition in 2008 to run his own business, he was 
leaving an organization he had built into what was named the 
most successful economic development organization in the 
country for 2008 by Site Selection Magazine.

There were 41 corporate facility projects the DDC was 
involved with that year, the most of any organization in the U.S. 
among communities with 200,000 to 1 million population.

But Nauseef’s biggest impact on the region was his leadership 
during the Base Realignment and Closure process from 2002 to 
2005, which is considered the single most important economic 
development win for our region. That effort culminated in the 
region gaining thousands of direct and indirect jobs connected 
to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. It continues to fuel the local 
economy, with hundreds of millions of dollars in construc-
tion at the base and nearby, as well as an increased number of 
defense contractors setting up shop.

Under Nauseef’s leadership, the DDC, a public/private part-
nership, became the first true regional organization, emerging 
as the one central voice and leader for the region.

But Nauseef, a U.S. Air Force veteran and Dayton native, 
didn’t start at the DDC. His impact began at the turn of the 
decade as the hands-on founder 
of the i-Zone, and its first direc-
tor. This effort was the pre-cursor 
to the young creative initiatives 
in the Dayton Region. Because of 
Nauseef’s leadership and efforts, 
the i-Zone was awarded the annual 
Entrepreneur of the Year award by 
Ernst and Young.
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Dave Hobson will be remembered as one of the highest-
powered politicians in the history of the region.

During his career, the nine-term Congressman from 
Springfield is credited with single-handedly saving the 
Springfield Air National Guard Base and the hundreds of 
jobs there. He also played a large role in successfully advo-
cating for Wright-Patterson Air Force Base during the 2005 
Base Realignment and Closure process, which is leading to 
thousands of new jobs in the area. 

When Hobson served as the House chairman of the 
Military Construction Appropriations Subcommittee, from 
1999 to 2002, any project added was something Hobson 
pushed through, including several at Wright-Patt. In 2007 

alone, he helped secure millions of dollars in Ohio defense 
projects.

During his time in Congress, Hobson served as the chair-
man and ranking member of the House Appropriations 
Energy and Water Development Committee; senior member 
of the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee; and mem-
ber of both the Veterans Affairs/Housing Subcommittee 
and the Budget Committee.

Prior to serving in Congress, he spent eight years as a 
state senator in the Ohio Senate.

Since his retirement, Hobson 
has worked as president of 
Columbus-based business and 
strategic counsel firm Vorys 
Advisors LLC, a wholly owned 
affiliate of the national law firm 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease 
LLP, also based in Columbus.
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Entrepreneur and businessman Raj Soin is one of the most 
recognizable and successful members of the Dayton busi-
ness community. When it comes to influence, the chairman 
and CEO of Soin International stands at or near the top of 
the hill.

During the past decade, Soin has grown many local com-
panies, most notably MTC Technologies. After launching the 
company in 1984, Soin grew MTC into the largest Dayton-
area defense contractor and one of the region’s few public 
companies. He sold MTC in 2008 to BAE Systems Inc. in a 
deal valued at $450 million. 

In addition to MTC, Soin launched other successful 
Dayton-area companies, including Corbus LLC, a technol-
ogy company, and Custom Manufacturing Solutions, a man-
ufacturer. His many business ventures include real estate 
holdings and more than a dozen subsidiaries or companies 
he has taken an ownership stake in.

Outside of business dealings, Soin emerged as a leader 
with his philanthropy. For example, his support has helped 
advance Wright State University’s business school. In 
2000, the school became known as the Raj Soin College of 
Business. 

In addition to his philanthropy, 
Soin has been an advocate for 
entrepreneurs and has embraced 
and supported their efforts, 
including having his own invest-
ment fund to invest in startups. 
He also has sponsored an innova-
tion award through the Dayton 
Area Chamber of Commerce.
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Now in his fourth term with the Congress, U.S. Rep. Mike 
Turner spent the decade putting his stamp on the national 
political scene.

As a member of the House Armed Services Committee, 
Turner has risen to ranking member of the Strategic Forces 
Subcommittee, which oversees areas including the nation’s 
nuclear arsenal and the Department of Defense’s intelli-
gence programs. He also serves a member of the Readiness 
Subcommittee, which is responsible for the military’s state 
of readiness and plays a major role in the Base Realignment 
and Closure process. 

Turner, R-Centerville, is credited for playing a pivotal role 
in advocating for Wright-Patterson Air Force during the 
2005 BRAC process, which is just now leading up to thou-
sands of new jobs in the area. He is currently fighting for a 
provision that would protect the custody arrangements of 
service members while deployed abroad.

The former Dayton mayor was first elected to Congress in 
2002. He also serves on the House Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform and serves as chair of the House 
Policy Committee’s Taskforce on Urban Revitalization.

Turner recently announced he was moving  his residence 
to downtown Dayton. The move is significant because 
downtown Dayton has been 
struggling with companies 
departing for the suburbs. At 
the same time, the city has been 
pushing for more residents to 
move downtown, especially with 
the advent of several downtown 
loft developments.
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Jerry Tatar, former chairman, president and chief executive 
officer of Mead Corp., stepped down from the position at the 
end of 2002 after leading the company through a merger. But 
he didn’t stop having an impact on the Dayton area.

Although retired from MeadWestvaco Corp., which was 
created when Mead merged with Westvaco Corp. in 2002, 
Tatar remained active in the local community, serving on 
the boards of directors for Dayton-based Robbins and 
Myers Inc., Sinclair Community College and the Dayton 
Foundation.

Tatar has made significant contributions to numerous 
area charities, including Sinclair Community College, 
Kettering Medical Center and the Dayton Opera. He also 
gives through a Dayton Foundation Family Foundation 
Plus fund, a private foundation alternative.

Tatar even helped with the creation of Lorelei’s Place, a 
care center for Hospice of Butler and Warren Counties. The 
facility bears his late wife’s name, a result of Tatar wanting to 
support the organization that showed his family kindness 
in her last months.

Under Tatar’s guidance, Mead merged with rival paper 
products maker Westvaco. Before the merger, Tatar lead 
Mead through a number of acquisitions, including the 
carbonless coating operations of Moore North America, a 
subsidiary of Moore Corp., and the At-A-Glance Group for 
$550 million.

MeadWestvaco eventually 
moved much of its operations 
out of downtown Dayton, and 
even out of the region.

Aside from his work with 
Mead, Tatar was part of the 
group that helped launch the 
development of what is now the 
Schuster Center at Second and 
Main streets.
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Retired U.S. Air Force Gen. Lester Lyles was the commander 
of Air Force Materiel Command at Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base from 2000 to 2003.

Since retiring from the U.S. Air Force as a four-star general, 
Lyles has served on the board of directors for local companies 
MTC Technologies Inc. and DPL Inc., as well as being named 
to the board of trustees for Wright State University. He also 
was hired as a senior adviser for accounting giant Deloitte 
and Touche LLP.

But his local connections and his influence on the Dayton 
region continued throughout much of the decade with his 
direct involvement with the Dayton Development Coalition 
as an adviser and volunteer, and helping to promote the 
growth of jobs at Wright-Patt.

Lyles was one of the co-chairs for the Wright-Patt 2020 ini-
tiative launched by the Coalition. The initiative sought to take 
advantage of the new missions scheduled to move to Wright-
Patt as a result of the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure 
process — which will increase direct base employment by 
about 1,200 positions. The coalition estimates as many as 
5,000 indirect jobs, including defense contracting and service 
industry positions, will result from the direct additions.

The overall purpose of the Wright-Patt 2020 initiative is to 
add more than 10,000 jobs to the 
Dayton region by the year 2020.

Lyles led more than 80,000 
people before his military retire-
ment. And he earned respect 
from many with his nonabrasive, 
pleasant leadership style, which 
goes against military stereotypes.

 No. 6
Gen. Lester Lyles

No. 2
Dave Hobson

SPECIAL PUBLICATION  I   DECEMBER 25, 2009


